LGBT Detroit Records 
Lesson 1
One class session – 55-75 minutes
--------------------------------------------

This first lesson will use primary sources from the LGBT Detroit Records, an archival collection located at the Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in Detroit, Michigan. LGBT Detroit, a community organization advocating for the Black LGBT community in Detroit and Southeast Michigan, donated the collection. 

LGBT Detroit got its start publishing KICK Magazine in 1993, which focused on a broad range of topics around the central theme of Black LGBT life.  The articles in this lesson have been excerpted from the magazine.


Begin lesson by sharing this brief background information:

Though LGBT communities have always existed, they have taken many forms throughout US history. Before the 20th century, most people in the US lived in rural communities and avoided topics of sexuality and gender. The idea of same-sex attraction was taboo and often punished socially or legally. 

In the 19th century, US society celebrated intense same-sex friendships. This created the possibility of expressing emotional and physical affection in same-sex couples, but participants would not publicly identify as “homosexual” and would sometimes marry an opposite gender spouse in order to conform to societal expectations. Particularly in cities, where people were able to meet each other and communicate more regularly, gay subcultures began to emerge. More liberal social attitudes in the 1890s-1920s meant that publicly LGBT communities existed and sometimes thrived in urban areas, though widespread culture did not support marriage or parenthood for LGBT people. The Society for Human Rights, founded in Chicago in 1924, was the first officially recognized US organization working for the rights of LGBT members. The group was relatively small, but would set the framework for early LGBT organizations.

The 1930s to 1950s included a medical approach. The American Psychiatric Association only removed homosexuality from their Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders in 1973.

In the 1950s, some LGBT activist groups began to call for civil rights for their communities. The Mattachine Foundation (later Mattachine Society), founded in 1950 in Los Angeles, was one such group. Members lived across the country and communicated by receiving and contributing to newsletters, much like KICK (a publication of LGBT Detroit, though published decades later). LGBT groups grew throughout the late 1950s and early 1960s alongside civil rights groups for African Americans, Chicanos, and other groups experiencing discrimination. Simultaneously, many municipalities established and maintained laws against homosexuality and trans expression and used them to raid gay bars. Because of the social stigma against LGBT communities, those arrested in raids were often publicly shamed and sometimes fired from their jobs. Police used this fear to enter bars and clubs – often the only group social outlet for LGBT communities – and arrest or beat patrons.  

The Stonewall Uprising in 1969 is often cited as a turning point in the LGBT struggle for civil rights. In a relatively commonplace bar raid, police began to arrest patrons for wearing clothing that was not deemed “gender-appropriate.” Fed up with this treatment, young trans women began fighting back against police. Bar patrons, whether gay or lesbian, trans, or otherwise nonconforming, evolved a dispute with police into several days of public protest against police brutality. Participants formed the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) to continue to advocate for rights in a public manner. The following year, GLF commemorated Stonewall with the Christopher Street Parade, which evolved into the Gay Pride March each year in June.  The GLF also called for cities across the country to hold parallel marches.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, gay pride marches grew across the country and the world. A mixture of political statement and celebration, participants used the marches as a place to gather together and express themselves without fear of shame or reprisal. Many activists encouraged their LGBT peers to “come out of the closet,” or let their friends, family, and colleagues know about their gender or sexual identity. If anti-LGBT people knew that they already had gay friends or trans neighbors, perhaps they would change their minds about the legal necessity for LGBT rights.

LGBT communities would be tested by HIV/AIDS, which spread rapidly from early cases reported in 1981. During the early 1980s HIV became known as “the gay disease” as doctors did not yet understand the way people could contract the illness. LGBT activists created awareness and public health campaigns designed to stem transmission of the disease, notably the “Silence=Death” campaign, which encouraged people to talk about HIV/AIDS rather than ignore it. As new AIDS cases slowed down in the 1990s, LGBT activists began advocating for rights they’d never had before, especially marriage and the right to adopt children. 

Prohibition on same sex marriage saw significant legal challenges beginning in the early 1990s. President Bill Clinton signed the Defense of Marriage Act in 1996, defining marriage as “between one man and one woman.” In May 2004, Massachusetts became the first US state to recognize same sex marriage, but because federal law denied this right, other states were not obligated to recognize the marriage as valid. The Supreme Court ruled that the Act was unconstitutional in 2013. Between 2004 and 2013, however, several additional states had passed same sex marriage laws. 

In June 2015, the Supreme Court ruled on Obergefell v. Hodges, making same sex marriage legal in the United States. 

Across the world, LGBT communities continue to advocate for civil rights. Black trans women face a disproportionately high risk of being murdered for their identity. Trans Americans are more likely to be homeless than their cisgender peers. According to the Human Rights Campaign, more than 130 trans people have been killed in the US since 2013. 
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Begin lesson 1
===========
This lesson will focus on The Million Man March, which took place October 16, 1995. It was organized by Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam, and Benjamin Chavis, Jr., former Executive Director of the NAACP. The march invited Black men to gather together on the National Mall to hear speeches and find community as they sought ways to improve upon issues affecting African American families. Many sides criticized the march: some conservatives saw Farrakhan as a divisive figure, and some LGBT activists saw Farrakhan’s approach to gay issues as bigoted. 

KICK Magazine covered the event from a number of perspectives, both textual and graphic. This lesson will explore the intersection between Gay journalism and African American activism in the mid-1990s.

Alternative assignment: ask students to look up the Million Man March and write up a 100-150 word summary before the class convenes.

Document 1: Instruct students to read “Black Men Under the Sun: The Million Man March” in KICK Magazine, [date] on their own. 
[image: ]
Conduct a group discussion:

Let’s analyze this article. Remember we’re working with primary sources today, and it takes a different mindset to do it well. Keep in mind that a primary source is one small piece of evidence of the past. Lots of other things were happening at the same time.  As researchers working with primary sources, nobody is going to come out and tell us what they mean. We have to do the work of interpreting and making connections.

To help us do this, we can think about this article the way a detective might, and ask the 5 Ws: Who, What, Where, When, Why?

This packet contains a worksheet that can be used in your classroom while students think about these questions.

Give students 10-15 minutes to read through the article and take notes on the worksheet.

Display the article for the class (projector if available) and discuss together.

Who wrote this? [Mark F. Johnson]. Ok, but who is that? Do we know? [We might not know! That’s all right. We can find out.]

Who published it? [KICK magazine]. Who is involved in that group? (note: the teacher does not need to have all the answers to these questions. Some questions may not have answers in the primary sources themselves. See “wonder” below.)

What is this article? [opinion piece, eyewitness report] How is that different from, say, a research paper? What do you see in the photographs with the article? What are they wearing? What do their signs say?

Where did the events take place? [Washington, D. C.] Where did the story get published? [Detroit]

When was the article published? [we have to tell them!] When did the event take place? [Oct. 16 1995]

Why did Mark Johnson write this article? Why would it get published in KICK Magazine? 

Add another w to your questions: wonder. Wonder about what you don’t know about this article. 

Get ready to write on the board or projector:
Let’s brainstorm all the questions you may have had reading this article. 

If prompts needed: 
Did anybody wonder…
How many people attended?
What another news outlet might have said about this? 
What else there is to know about Bayard Rustin?






















Analyzing primary sources

Interrogate a source like a detective or a journalist might. Ask yourself a series of questions about the documents, keeping in mind that some questions might require you to look elsewhere to find the answer. 


Who
Who wrote or made this? Who was it for? Who kept it so you’re able to look at it today?










What
What is the item? What format, or how was it made? Is it a letter, or photo, or something else?











Where
Where was this item made or where was it distributed or used?









When
When was this item made? What else do we know about that time that can help us understand the item?








Why
Why does this item matter? Why would someone keep it? Does it have a goal or purpose that you can identify? Is the item trying to convince someone of something, or sell something, or was it never meant for the public (personal notes, etc.)?








Wonder
Remember: every primary source represents just one perspective. What information do you need to understand the sources better? Where might you look for that information? What other primary sources might help?


















Document 2: Now let’s look at the cartoon, which is also about the Million Man March. 

Spend 5-10 minutes letting the students read through the comic on their own or in small groups.

[image: ]

Let’s think about the comic using the same 6ws. 
Who is in the comic? How are they related? Who is the expected audience for the comic?

What are their different stances on the Million Man March? What visual cues do you see in the drawings?

Where are they? [we know that they’re watching from home, but that’s it. Sometimes primary sources don’t tell you everything up front! You can look for clues in the other documents nearby.]

When are they watching the tape? [We don’t know a date, but it’s clearly after the fact]

Why are they watching it? Why would someone have drawn this cartoon? What is the author’s message? 

Think about these 2 examples together. 
1. What differences do we see from these 2 perspectives? What similarities? 
2. Why do you think this is so? Do they have the same intended audience? Why do you think so? [note: these are published in the same issue of the magazine, so the intended audience is probably the same.]

Possible homework assignment:
Find another perspective on the Million Man March. This could be in a newspaper from the time, a blog article, or another source created within a year of Oct. 16, 1995. Are the events described the way they are in KICK Publishing? What is the same, and what is different? List 3 reasons for differences, and some hypotheses about why that might be.


















Document 3: America’s Capitol
Students read article on their own.
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The author of this article draws connections between protections against race-based discrimination and protections against anti-gay discrimination. Why do you think he is making this argument? How does his argument compare to conversations about LGBT rights today?

What sorts of discrimination are mentioned in this article? 
	Brainstorm a list of answers as a class.

At this point, we don’t know everything about this story. What steps might we take to learn more? This process is called creating a research question.
	Brainstorm ideas for things you might want to learn. 

Assign groups of 2-3 students to look up some of the ideas that were brainstormed. 

If internet is available:
1. Make a list of possible search terms. 
a. Guide students in finding useful search terms. Select words that are distinctive, and use Boolean logic. [add link] (Example: “Ernest Dillon” will return more specific results than entering Ernest Dillon without quotation marks.)
2. Maybe:
a. “Ernest Dillon”
b. “bulk mail”
c. Detroit
d. “Allen Park”
e. “postal worker”

If necessary, help students find H. R. 1863: The Employment Non-Discrimination Act. Dillon served as a witness in the July 1996 hearing on the bill and shared his story. 

What happened with this bill? [first introduced 1994, evolved from there. 2007 passed but without provisions for gender identity]. 

How does this compare to civil rights legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964? Why do you think so? 

Possible homework assignment:
Compare and contrast H. R. 1863: The Employment Non-Discrimination Act and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. What rights did these two bills try to protect? Who opposed the bills? Who supported them? What were their arguments?
		 




LGBT Detroit Records 
Lesson 2
One class session – 55-75 minutes
--------------------------------------------
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and coming out.
This lesson will continue using primary sources from the LGBT Detroit Records. We will need to continue using the primary source analysis skills we practiced in lesson 1. 

Background information:
Prior to 1994, Gay and Lesbian individuals were not allowed to serve in the U.S. Military. Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell (DADT) began in 1994 and remained in effect until 2011. Under this policy, homosexual military personnel were not allowed to talk about their sexual orientation and commanding officers were not allowed to question service members about their sexual orientation. By 2008, more than 12,000 officers had been discharged from the military for refusing to hide their homosexuality. 	Comment by Meghan Courtney: Citation?
In KICK, a contributing writer discussed being in the military and coming out before Don’t Ask Don’t Tell.  That same author wrote another piece years later about her experience being out in a world that seemed unready for gay men and women to be fully out in society.  This lesson will have students understand the risks involved in coming out during the 1990s. The lesson will also discuss the personal decision to come out as both a personal choice and a larger political act.




Document 1: Have your students read “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” by M. Liz Marshall on their own




Conduct a group discussion:
Let’s analyze this article. Keep in mind that a primary source is one small piece of evidence of the past, so there are other pieces of evidence out there that might help us see the rest of the picture. Researchers working with primary sources have to do the work to find connections.
Again, let’s think about this article the way a detective might, and ask the 5 Ws: Who, What, Where, When, Why?
Display the article for the class (projector if available) and discuss together.
Who wrote this? [M. Liz Marshall]. Ok, but who is that? Do we know? [We might not know! That’s all right. We can find out.] 
Who published it? [KICK magazine]. Who is involved in that group? (note: the teacher does not need to have all the answers to these questions. Some questions may not have answers in the primary sources themselves. See “wonder” below.)
What is this article? [opinion piece, eyewitness report] How is that different from, say, a research paper? 
Where is the author talking about? [unknown…could be any type of military base.] Where did the story get published? [Detroit]
When was the article published? [April 1999] What dates is the author talking about? [We are not sure but sometime in the early 1990s]
Why did M. Liz Marshall write this opinion piece? Why would it get published in KICK Magazine?
Add another w to your questions: wonder. Wonder about what you don’t know about this article.
Get ready to write on the board or projector:
Let’s brainstorm all the questions you may have had reading this article.

If prompts needed: 
Did anybody wonder…
What it is like in the military and what it would be so difficult to be closeted gay in this environment?
How was it that the author never heard of gay women before?
Why do you think this article was important at the time it was written?
Document 2: Let’s look at the second article M. Liz Marshall titled “To come out not to come out, that is the question.”
[image: ]
Allow your students to read the article. 

Now follow along with same premise we did with the first article. 
What is the article about?  Who is the audience this time? What examples of gay and pop culture is she using to relate to the reader (Silence = Death, American Express). How has her story about being in the military changed with coming out? What have we discovered about her military life and personal life?  What is the fear that she is talking about, is if family, friends, society?  What dates have we finally found out to complete a timeline of her journey of being out?

No think about these two articles.  They are written by the same author, but what has changed?  What is similar, and what is different about the messaging. Is this a personal choice, and/or a political choice?

Possible homework assignment:  
Research the drafting of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell into policy and when it was overturned by the Obama administration.  What were the pros and cons? Who was for it and who was against it?  How did the perception of Gay and Lesbian lifestyles change during this period? Was there more acceptance? Where more homosexuals finding it easier to come out? Or was there a back lash and more prejudice 

























Consider all of the documents we’ve explored from the LGBT Detroit Records, but look at the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell document closely. 
What is M. Liz Marshall saying about coming out in the political context of DADT?  What are some of the factors pulling individuals to come out as LGBT? What factors are pushing individuals to come out? What factors are pushing and pulling a broader movement for LGBT rights? 

	Push Factors
	Pull Factors
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No matter where you look, or how you look at the national view as it
relates to gay America these days, il's not a pretty picture. The Supreme
Court has just denied the argument of Boston gays and lesbians that
they can march in a St. Patrick's Day parade under a public
accommodations statue. This ruling can, of course, be applied to other
jurisdictions, and probably will be.

Across town at the White House, the President has declined to get
involved in a Supreme Court case thal could make discrimination
against gays and lesbians as egregious as racial, religious or gender
discrimination. Legislation recently passed in the House could make it
legal to kick anyone out of the military if they are found to be HIV
positive,

These are very sobering times for the gay and lesbian community,
but all assaults on gay and lesbian civil liberties are not taking place in

Wark F. Johngon Washington. Some are happening in your own backyard. More than
len years ago, a Detroil postal worker, Emest Dillon, was beaten and
verbally harassed for being gay while working at the Allen Park Bulk Mail Center.

Affter years of abuse, he filed a federal court action, but, in 1992, the federal court of appeals rejected Dillon's
claim and dismissed his case. The court said that he could not bring a discrimination suit on the grounds thal he
is homosexual, If he were charging race, gender or religious discrimination, it would be a different story,
according to the court.

When a gay rights lobby group brought Dillon to Washington for a press conference a few years ago, his
member of Congress, Barbara-Rose Collins of Michigan's 15th district, was unable lo meet with him. She sent
her press secretary, Bruce Taylor, in her stead.

Today, Taylor himself is holding the press conferences. He is charging Collins with employment
discrimination, claiming thal she fired him earlier in the year because of a suspicion that he has AIDS. Taylor, a
black, gay man had been taking considerable time off of work to care for a sero-positive dying friend, although,
according to his story, he took work home with him and continued to carry out his duties even while out of the
office.

Ironically, Congresswoman Collins supports legislation recently reintroduced in Congress that would prohibit
employment discrimination against gays and lesbians. That legislation is called the Employment
Nondiscrimination Act, and it is known as ENDA. At this time, she has refused to settle the charge of
discrimination brought against her, but she says that Taylor and his attorneys have gone public with the story and
have been interviewed by the Jocal Detroit press. So far, congresswoman Collins has made little comment.
Interest in the case is growing.

Do these incidents point to a setback of gay civil liberties, akin to what's happening in the area of affirmative
action? OF, do they represent an opportunity for the gay community, not to meation the African-American
communily, to once again realize that nothing can ever be taken granted, and that we must maintain a constant
vigil to safeguard our human rights?

The conservative tide that has swept America, which fuels much of this anti-liberalism, should be eye-
opening to the liberal and minority communities.

For every person in Gay America who chooses lo wear "eye-shadow,” and turn a blind eye to politics, there
must be at least two keeping a sharp, clear "eye on the prize." ¢

Mark F. Johnson e‘

Washington D. C. Correspondant Portrait by Hopeton Stewart
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Calling It As | See It

by M. Liz Marshall

To Come Out, or Not to Come Out ...
That is the Question

Recently, I spotted a bumper
sticker on a car that read, “Your silence
will not protect you.” I immediately
identified with the message that the
sticker was attempting to convey.
Sometimes our silence is helpful and at
other times it is not. In this column, I
hope to raise your consciousness and
cause you to consider both the pros
and cons of the ultimate issue of
silence: coming out.

First of all, let's examine the
reasons why some of us remain in the
closet. One of the biggest is fear.
Often, we agonize over the possibility
of such things as rejection
abandonment; criticism, prejudice and
finding ourselves the victims of hate
crimes. Still, we must consider the
harsh and unavoidable truth that we
may face the same burdens whether we
come out or not.

Sometimes the best thing we can
do is face our phobias head on. Fear is
a crippling agent that stagnates its
victims. It keeps you from reaching
higher heights of self-actualization.

Life is full of challenges and it’s
paramount that you make the best
choice for your own well-being.
Coming out or remaining closeted is an
individual affair. You alone must decide
when and who to come out to. If you
are considering coming out, take small
steps and seek out people that you
believe will support you.

On that note, let me tell you where I

was serving. So when allegations of
my lesbianism surfaced, I flat out told
the folks that I was a dyke.

Once I was released from my tour
of duty, I vowed never to live my life
under the gun again. I use that
expression because just like the
American Express card, being out has
its privileges. For instance, when you
are out no one can dangle “outing” you
over your head. If you tell your family
first, no one else can hurt them via the
grapevine tactic.

Perhaps 1 should make that plain
for some of you: your family should not
have to hear certain things about you
from others. You ought to just tell them
yourself. My family does not love the
idea of what may go on in my bedroom,
but they do care about me and that will
never change.

Another good thing about being
out is that you don’t have to be
paranoid or nervous about someone
spotting you at an “event.” There are
various reasons for coming out, as
there are for staying in, and like I said,
it’s your option. Whichever you
choose, I ain't mad at you.

I love my life as an out lesbo to my
family, friends, co-workers, neighbors
and professors, In my five years of
being completely out, I've encountered
a few mishaps, but I chalk it up to
experience. Like anything in life, there
are consequences to the actions we
take.

Il am out, fully and completely ocutl

stand on the issue: I am out, fully and
completely out! I have been out since
my discharge from the Army.

During the four years I endured as
an enlisted person in the military, 1 had
to stifle who I really was. As some of
you may recall, I wrote an article
entitled: “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” that
was published in Kick Magazine back
in 1995 regarding the Army. Anyway,
the policy was not yet in effect while I

Kick Magazine

Closeted or not, your happiness is
essential to your growth and vitality as
a person. Until next time, the out grrrl
with the rainbow stickers displayed
proudly on her front windshield, and
the upside down black triangle on the
back window, wondering where the rest
of her peers are, bids you TTFN! Tata
for now. »

20

“We've got a date

open for you.”

ARTS & EVENTSPACE

3361 Gratiot Avenue in Detroit
One block north of Mack Avenue

313.925.9578

www.zkadetroit.com/lag = e-mail:
ThatArtGuy @hotmail.com

Artist consignment display programs

available

Pride April 1999
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BI ACK MMEIN

UNDER THE SUN
The Million Man March

BY MARK F. JOHNSON

It was like the birth ofa nation. On a bright and
crisp October day filled with anticipation, promise
and hope, somewhere close to a million African-
American men stood shoulder lo shoulder. These
men, representing various communities from all
over America, listened and learned about claiming
power, nation-building, and loving and respecting
each other. By the end of'the day they had become
one. They were a nation within a nation. They
were indeed black men united.

As the sun began to set they joined hands,
prayed, and embraced each other. They too had
been reborn.

On October 16, hundreds of thousands or black
men, and probably hundreds of African-American
women heard the messages delivered on the Mall in
Washington during the Million Man March, and
accepted an offer of citizenship
into a new, more perfect union of
black America. They vowed to
live in greater harmony; to take
greater responsibility Tora
crumbling African-American
community; and to work
diligently for its physical,
economic and spiritual
reconstruction

As they came together as a
family to forge this new union of
African-American solidarity,love
and brotherhood, they werejoined
by some of the nation's most well-
respected African-Americans.

Father Jesse preached and told
them once again that they are
somebody Mother Maya wept as
she told how the night had been

long Queen Grandmother Rosa
sat on her throne Brother Stevie
sang that this day of celebration is
bigger than any one man, “It is
God's plan"

They were alsojoined by more
than 100 of'their gay brothers
Some of them well-known, too
Kenneth E Reeves, Mayor of
Cambridge, Mass spoke to his
black, gay brothers about
empowerment at a pre march rally
Clearly exhilarated during the
march, he was vindicated in his
beliefthat black gays should no
longer wait for others to accept
their humanity. "Once we begin to
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